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Scott Carson
Boeing Commercial Airplanes President
and CEO
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Innovative solutions for a
sustainable future

Climate change is increasingly a global concern that many governments, leading
scientific and environmental organizations, and businesses are working diligently
to address. This is a particularly significant challenge for commercial aviation.
To fly, airplanes must be light, and they need powerful engines. So technologies
that work for cars -- such as batteries -- simply do not work for aircraft. But there
are things we can and are doing to significantly reduce the carbon footprint of
our industry.

With aviation growing both in terms of the number of planes flying and
passengers taking to the skies, the aviation industry is engaged in an important
and candid dialog: how to continue to meet the demand for travel and shipping,
while further reducing emissions. As we actively address these issues, our
goal is to improve the environmental performance without disrupting the flow of
people and commerce around the world.

For its part, Boeing is addressing carbon emissions on several fronts. We'll
continue doing what we’ve always done — work passionately to make each new
generation of airplane lighter and more fuel efficient than the last. While it’s
important to progressively improve airplane efficiency, it’s also important to look
at what improvements can be made to the fuels they use to fly. While Boeing
has no interest in being a biofuels provider, the company does have a role to
play in testing their viability for our industry. We’ve conducted test flights with
four airlines and four engine companies using mixtures of standard jet fuel and
several different sustainable biofuels, among them fuels made from algae and
camelina, a plant that produces seeds that aren’t used for food. All performed
extremely well in flight. In fact, we've demonstrated that these fuels have a lower
freeze point than petroleum — a critical characteristic for aviation. They also
can have higher energy-content-per-gallon, potentially giving airplanes more
kilometers-per-gallon.

In addition, Boeing and others are working with academia and leading
environmental organizations on peer-reviewed research to ensure awareness,
understanding and transparency on the science and socioeconomic aspects
associated with potential future sources of fuel. To further our own knowledge
and understanding, Boeing has also joined the World Business Council on
Sustainability and is supporting the efforts of the Roundtable for Sustainable
Biofuels. Direct participation and alignment with their sustainability practices
and principles as they evolve will provide invaluable insight as aviation works
to lower the carbon intensity of its fuel supply by supporting the development,
approval, and commercial adaptation of lower carbon renewable fuels, derived
from environmentally and socially sustainable sources.

As an industry, aviation doesn’t hold all of the answers, but our collective
expertise, collaborative spirit and willingness to work with other industry sectors
can provide energy and transportation solutions that are smart, secure, safe and
renewable. People want to travel the world, without having misleading statistics
or misguided guilt placed upon them. Replacing misinformation with facts, data
and innovative technological solutions will allow us to say that we've effectively
solved a crucial element of the climate change puzzle. As aviation takes
progressive strides to do even better, Boeing will continue to do its part to be a
good environmental steward by demonstrating its commitment with action.
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Sustainable green flight
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Sustainable future of the fuel supply chain
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Chinese State Councilor and government delegation tours Everett factory
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Air China 777 fleet sets new record for world aviation safety
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Air China Cargo receives first 747-400 Boeing Converted Freighter
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Alteon provides mechanic training for Boeing Shanghai
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Boeing Tianjin receives highest level environmental assessment
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Protecting plant is protecting mankind
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Boeing Aerospace Science and Education project

will not only benefit aviation industry
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Boeing unveils performance, comfort changes to Next-Generation 737s
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Fruitful cooperation between Boeing and Chinese universities
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